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Information and beyond: the role of private certification bodies

Abstract

The increasing recourse to private certification schemes in the food domain poses some
interesting questions with regard to, among others, the nature and functions of
certifications, the shift from a public to a private paradigm of control, the accountability
of private certification bodies. The presentation aims at providing an initial analytical
framework for dealing with some of the problems that the use of certifications involves.
In particular, attention will be devoted to the different types of certifications used in the
food sector, to the nature of the information which is generated and transmitted by the
certification process, to the mechanisms through which the certifiers can be held
accountable for the services they perform.



