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Grammars, metalanguage, and glossing on the model language  

as reflection on the target language in the Middle Ages 

 

In the history of linguistics there are some gaps and even some positions 

that no longer correspond with the state of the art in the evaluation of the role of 

metalanguage and syntax in the Middle ages. The workshop aims at assessing 

the analysis of the field of syntax, which, contrary to what one may find in 

literature, belonged to the speculation on language and to the field of interplay 

of grammar, rhetorics, logic even in the earliest phases of the modern age. The 

specific researches carried out on the glosses, seen here as a reflection on the 

target language, as well as on the work of the Modistae and of the scholastic 

philosophers and grammarians, demonstrate a special interest in the interphrastic 

roles of the partes orationis. The study of the Anglosaxon and Irish glosses, of 

the Irish grammar, of the late medieval grammatical treatises, of Dante's 

thoughts on the role of grammar and vulgar Italian is the premise for an 

alternative assessment of the linguistic and rhetoric historiography that does not 

deny the centrality of the role that syntax has in the contemporary age. 

The goal of the workshop is to promote the understanding of the correct 

interpretation of the terminology, as one can do for Priscianus's passage (Instit. 

gramm., XVII, 1, Keil 1859: 108, 1-4), in which Apollonius and the concept that 

Priscianus renders by “ordinatio[ne] sive constructio[ne] dictionum” 

corresponds to a hierarchic, and non-exclusively linear order of constituents 

within the clause. At the same time, one proceeds considering the other 

categories of the syntactic domain quoted by Nebrija, such as agreement, 

valency (De la construción de los verbos después de sí §§ 207-208), and 

government (discussed in the same chapter where agreement is treated).  

The methodologies, combined with each other, can provide a sample of the 

different syntactic categories, to be examined and studied in different works and 

traditions of medieval Europe, within the process that brought to the separation 

of syntax from rhetorics and logic. 

 

 We welcome proposals relating to metalanguage, glossing, and 

grammaticography. In the following we highlight some possible topics: 

 

 The contribution of glosses to the history of metalinguistic terminology 

 Model/target-language in glossing  

 Reflections on syntax in Middle Age texts and grammars 

 Interrelation between rhetorics and grammar 
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